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NANCY LARRICK

Nancy Larrick was born on December 28, 1910, in Winchester, Virginia to Herbert
S. and Nancy Nulton Larrick. She married Alexander L. Crosby on February 15, 1958.

She is best known as a writer for children who, as a lover of poetry, has shared her
delight with children everywhere. Her Parents Guide to Children’s Reading has also been
very influential and she has an impressive array of other achievements.

After graduating from Goucher College in 1930, Nancy taught in the public schools
of Winchester, Virginia for the next twelve years, establishing herself as a respected
educator. She completed her M.A. degree at Columbia in 1936, and her Ed.D. from New
York University in 1955. During this time she also served as the Education Director for
Children’s Books at Random House Inc. in New York City. Since about 1960, she has also
been a freelance writer.

She held teaching posts during other periods at New York University Graduate School
of Education, Indiana University, and the Bank Street College of Education. She was a
visiting professor at Lehigh University and lectured at the University of Chicago, University
of Montana, University of Texas, and other universities in the East.

Through the years she has been active in the International Reading Association,
serving as its president during 1956-57. She has also been active in the National Council of
Teachers of English and in the National Conference on Research in English.

She received the New York University Founder’s Day Achievement Awards in 1955,
the Edison Foundation and the Carey-Thomas Awards in 1959, the International Reading
Association Certificate of Merit, the Drexel University certificate for contributions to
Children’s Literature, and was named to the Reading Hall of Fame in 1977 and was given
the Recipient Award for Contributions to Literacy by Indiana University in 1982.



Chronology

Nancy Larrick was born on December 28, 1910, in Winchester, Virginia to Herbert S. and
Nancy Nulton Larrick. She married Alexander L. Crosby (a writer) on February 15, 1958.

A.B. from Goucher College 1930
M.A. from Columbia University 1937
Teacher in Public Schools in Winchester, VA. 1930-42
,%?3;*;‘;3“ v%irs?xci;ogrt’og'%.geasury e 1942-45
Editor, Young America Readers (weekly magazines)

New York City 1946-51
Editor, The Reading Teacher 1950-54
Education Director, Random House Inc., Children’s

Book Department, New York City 1952-59
Ed.D. from New York University 1955
Founders Day Achievement Award, New York University 1955
President, International Reading Association 1956-57
Edison Foundation Award and the Carey-Thomas Award 1959
Freelance Writer 1960-
Adjunct Professor of Education, Lehigh University,

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 1964-79
Editorial Advisor, The Reading Teacher 1970-76
Poetry Editor, English Journal 1974-76

Has held teaching posts at New York University Graduate
School of Education, Indiana University, and Bank Street
College of Education: has lectured at the University of
Chicago, University of Montana, University of Texas, etc.

IRA Certificate of Merit 1977
Drexel University certificate for Contribution to

Children’s Literature 1977
Named to the Reading Hall of Fame 1977

Recipient Award for Contributions to Literacy, Indiana
University 1982
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Contrib.). New York: Delacorte Press, 1971. Also pu:EIished in New York: Dell,

1972.
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Today. New York: Delacorte Press, 1971. Also published in New York: Avon
Books, 1973. (with Eve Merriam, joint ed.).
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Winston-Salem, N.C.: Starstream Products, 1980.
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1991.
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Also published in New York: Dutton, 1952.
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Alexander L. Crosby, senior author).
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Poetry for Holidays. Champaign: Garrard Publishing Company, 1966. Also published in
Middletown, Conn.: Xerox Education Publications, 1966 (Xerox Education
Publications paperback ed.).

Green is Like a Meadow of Grass: an Anthology of Children’s Pleasure in Poetry.
Champaign: Garrard Publishing Company, 1968.

On City Streets: an Anthology of Poetry. New York: M. Evans; Lippincott, 1968. Also
published in New York: Bantam, 1968, 1969.

Piping Down the Valleys Wild: Poetry for the Young of All Ages. New York: Delacorte
Press, 1968, 1971, 1985. Also published in New York: Dell Publishing Company,

1971, 1982.

I Heard a Scream in the Street: Poems by Young People in the City. New York: M. Evans;
Lippincott, 1970. Also published in New York: Dell, 1970, 1974.



Wheels of the Bus Go Round and Round: School Bus Songs and Chants. San Carlos, CA.:
Golden Gate Junior Books, 1972.

More Poetry for Holidays. Champaign, Ill.: Garrard Publishing Company, 1973. Also
published in New York: Scholastic Book Services, 1973.

Room for Me and a Mountain Lion: Poetry of Open Space. New York: M. Evans, 1974.
Also published in New York: Bantam Books, 1974, 1975.
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Bring Me all of your Dreams: Poems. New York: M. Evans, 1980.

Tambourines! Tambourines to Glory!: Prayers and Poems. Philadelphia: Westminster Press,

1982.
When the Dark Comes Dancing: a Bedtime Poetry Book. London: Heinemann, 1983.

Cats are Cats: Poems. New York: Philomel Books, 1988. Also published in Livonia, M.
I.: Seedlings Braille Books for Children, 1988, 1989.

Merry-Go-Round Poetry Book. New York: Delacorte Press, 1989.

Songs from Mother Goose: with the Traditional Melody for Each. New York: Harper &
Row, 1989.

Mice are Nice: Poems. New York: Philomel Books, 1990. Also published in Livonia,
M. I.: Seedlings Braille Books for Children, 1990, 1991.

To the Moon and Back: a Collection of Poems. New York: Delacorte Press, 1990.

To Ride a Butterfly: Original Pictures, Stories, Poems, & Songs for Children. New York:
Bantam Doubleday Dell Publishing Group, 1991.

Night of the Whippoorwill: Poems. New York: Philomel Books, 1992.
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"Mob Scene in Julius Caesar." Virginia Teacher 17 (Feb. 1936): 33-4.



"You Are a School Teacher, Aren’t You?" Virginia Journal of Education 35 (Oct. 1941):
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"It’s Smart to be Thrifty." Virginia Journal of Education 35 (Feb. 1942): 226-7.
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"Children are Good Salesmen." School Executive 63 (Jan. 1944): 41-2.

"Schools Active in Fourth War Loan Drive." Virginia Journal of Education 37 (Feb. 1944):
76-9.

"Counseling Youth on Excess Earnings." Occupations 22 (May 1944): 469-71.

"Elementary Pupils Need Lessons in Money Management." National Elementary Principal
27 (Feb. 1948): 30-3.

"Design in Children’s Books." Library Journal 75 (Oct. 15, 1950): 1775-81.

"Schools Need Better Book Information from Trade Publishers." Publishers’ Weekly 158
(Dec. 1950): 2614-16.

"Survey of Magazines for Young Readers." Library Journal 76 (Jan. 15, 1951): 80-1

"Readability Formulas and Books for Children." Publishers’ Weekly 160 (Oct. 27, 1951):
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"Parents and the Reading Program." School Executive 71 (May 1952): 54-6.

"Making the Most of Children’s Interests.” Journal of Education 73 (May 1953): 523-31.

"Finding the Right Materials for each Child." Journal of Education 74 (Jan. 1954): 284-8.



"Let’s Find Out What Children Think." Childhood Education 30 (Jan. 1954): 222-4
"Series Defended." Library Journal 79 (Jan. 1, 1954): 6.

"How Many Words Does a Child Know?" Education Digest 19 (Feb. 1954):42-4.
"Try it on for Fit." Library Journal 79 (Apr. 15, 1954): 729-33.

"You Need Good Libraries to Teach Reading Today." Library Journal 79 (Sept. 15, 1954):
1608-10. Also published in Junior Libraries 1 (Sept. 15, 1954): 4-6.

"Children’s Books Enrich Elementary Science." Science Teacher 21 (Oct. 1954): 231-2.

"Long Before Christmas." Journal of the National Education Association 43 (Dec. 1954):
554-6.

"It’s a Natural Step from Listening to Reading." Audio-Visual Guide 21 (Dec. 1954): 30-
14,

"Pamphlets Are Good Buys." Library Journal 79 (Dec. 15, 1954): 2480-2. Also published
in Junior Libraries 1 (Dec. 15, 1954): 12-14

"Children’s Books in the Teaching of Social Studies." The Instructor 64 (Mar. 1955): 15.

"What Parents are Thinking About Their Children’s Reading." Elementary English Review
33 (1956): 206-9.

"Reading Takes on New Meaning Against a Rich Variety of A-V Experiences." Library
Journal 81 (Feb. 15, 1956): 553-4. Also published in Junior Libraries 2 (Feb. 15,
1956): 13-14.

"What Parents Think About Children’s Reading." Elementary English Review 33 (Apr.
1956): 206-9.

"Let’s Enlist the Parents." Journal of Education 76 (May 1956): 522-5. Also published in
Library Journal, 80 (Oct. 15, 1955): 2312-13; Junior Libraries, 2 (Oct. 15, 1955):
62-3.

Review of "Truth About Your Children’s Reading.” Library Journal 81 (May 15, 1956):
1304-6. Also published in Junior Libraries 2 (May 15, 1956): 24-6.

"How Children Learn to Read." Journal of National Education Association 47 (Mar. 1958):
160-1.



"Parent’s and the Reading Program." Grade Teacher 76 (Sept. 1958): 22-3.

"Your Child and his Reading; How Parents Can Help." Public Affairs (pamphlet no. 278)
(1959).

"Are Books Teaching Materials Under the Defense Education Act?" Library Journal 84
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"Keep Reading Skills From Getting Rusty Over the Summer." Library Journal 84 (Apr. 15,
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"When You Buy a Book You Read It." Library Journal 86 (Jan. 15, 1961): 338-9. Also
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"Teaching Machines--A Progress Report." Library Journal 86 (Apr. 15, 1961): 1651-3
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"New Channels for Book Distribution Through the Schools." American Library Association
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"Children Read More Today, Why?" Grade Teacher 81 (Apr. 1964): 54.

"Summer Reading Programs Pay Big Dividends." Senior Scholastic 86 (Mar. 4, 1965): 21-2
supp.

"All-White World of Children’s Books." Saturday Review 46 (Sept. 11, 1965): 63-5.
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(Oct. 1972): 50-1.
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Merriam, joint author).
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"Paperback Opportunity." School Library Journal 21 (Apr. 1975): 21-3.

10



"Spring Poetry Festival: Poetry by Teachers and Students." Ed. English Journal 64 (May
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"Poetry in the Story Hour." Top of the News 32 (Jan. 1976): 151-61.
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"Wordless Picture Books and the Teaching of Reading." The Reading Teacher 29 (May
1976): 743-6.
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"Do You Have TV Interference?" Today’s Education 67 (Nov./Dec. 1978): 39-40, 86.
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"Readings That Made a Difference: Three Friends." Journal of Reading 23 (Dec. 1979):
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"Reflections: Children and Literature." Language Arts 57 (Apr. 1980): 376-7.
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"De-trivializing Our Methods of Reading Instruction.” The Education Digest 53 (Feb.
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(Jan. 1992): 344-361.
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"Helping the Child Find the Right Book." Conference on Reading, Pittsburgh University
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Pittsburgh University (1953): 88-96.

"How Well Do Our Children Read?" Conference on Reading, Pittsburgh University (1956):
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(1956): 158-162.
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the International Reading Association. New York: Scholastic Magazines, 1956.

"Reading in Action" (Ed.). Conference proceedings of the International Reading
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Printers and Publishers, 1967.
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Annual Reading Conference of Lehigh University. Danville: Interstate Printers and
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Reading, University of Pittsburgh 26 (1970): 40-8.
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(1971): 3-10.

"We Are Still Afraid." International Reading Association Conference Papers. 16 (1971):
184-90.
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101-5.

"Hey, Mom, Who Put the Television in the Closet?" Paper. Annual Meeting of the
National Council of Teachers of English. ERIC, 1975. ED 117 732.

"Ten Years Later." Paper. Annual Meeting of the American Library Association. ERIC,
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Reading Program. ERIC, 1987. ED 281 151.
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"Poetry and Song for Young Children." Opinion paper. In Joel Taxel (Ed.), Fanfare:
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