
Leo Fay, 85 
FEB. 27, 1920-FEB. 26, 2006 
Leo Fay, 85, of Bloomington, died February 26, 2006. He was born 
February 27, 1920, in St. Paul, MN. 
Leo was preceded in death by his wife, Jean (2000), parents and 
three brothers. He is survived by son Dan (and Nancy) Fay of Fort 
Lauderdale, FL, daughter Wendie (and Greg) Nelson of Tucson, AZ, 
and son Jon (and Pam) Fay of Reno, NV; six grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren. 
Leo received his B.S., M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from the University of 
Minnesota. At the start of his career, he taught elementary school for 
several years in Richfield, Minnesota. Then after serving in the U.S. 
Army Air Corps, he taught at the State University of New York. He 
began his career at Indiana University in 1952, and by 1956 he was 
promoted to the rank of professor. He was a visiting professor in 
Bangkok, Thailand, from 1956 to 1958. 
While at Indiana University, Leo founded the Reading Program (now 
the Language Education Department), and he was later selected to 
head the newly formed graduate program in reading education. He 
was co-principal investigator of the ERIC Clearinghouse in Reading 
Education from 1966 to 1971 and served as director of the Division 
of Teacher Education from 1972 to 1976. Leo served several terms 
as department chair, totaling over three decades in this position. 
Leo was outstanding in his service to his profession. In recognition of 
his exceptional teaching ability, Leo was awarded the Herman 
Frederic Lieber Award for Distinguished Teaching in 1966. He was 
elected president of the International Reading Association in 1968 
and was recognized by that association with the William S. Gray 
Award for Outstanding Lifetime Contributions. He was elected to the 
Reading Hall of Fame in 1982 and served as president of that group 
in 1985. 
Throughout his life, Leo was an active member of his community. He 
served on several boards and donated countless hours of his time to 
help support different organizations. 
Although Leo performed extensive service to Indiana University, to 
the teaching profession and to his community, his most important 
contributions were to his friends, students and family. Leo was 



someone to turn to for a good conversation, and he had a way of 
cajoling and persuading those around him to exceed even their own 
expectations. He and his wife, Jean, raised three children and greatly 
influenced the lives of six grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren by providing encouragement and unconditional love 
and by modeling true love and respect for one another. 
A memorial service will be held on March 20, 2006, at 9:30 a.m. at 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church in Bloomington, Indiana. In lieu of 
flowers, donations can be made to the YMCA Youth Group or the St. 
Thomas Youth Group. 
Arrangements are being handled by the Cremation Society of 
Indiana. 
	


