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Introduction

Although Nila Banton Smith’s publishing career began compara-
tively late in life, her productivity continued for more than fifty
years. Her writings encompassed virtually every aspect of read-
ing. This considerable body of work may be subdivided arbitrarily
into major publications designed to improve the profession of
teaching reading, here termed Professional Publications; Instruc-
tional Materials; and more timely, topical writings, here listed as
Journal/Book Articles.

American Reading Instruction was the major achievement of
her career. However, for sheer volume, her instructional publica-
tions dominate her work. From 1922 until 1976, the span of her
professional writing career, Smith regularly published in all the
major educational journals.

A lifelong teacher and administrator, Nila Banton Smith never
lost touch with the classroom, the student, or the teacher. Ev-
erything she wrote was preeminently practical. She was most
confident and authoritative when discussing classroom prob-
lems, particularly when related to basal reading instruction.

Critical evaluation of her writing remains to be done. This bibli-
ography might serve as a source and inspiration for continuing
research.
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Chronology

Nila Banton Smith was born in Altoona, Michigan, on October 10,
1889, the only child of George Addison and Ella Banton

Smith.

Graduated from Carson City High School

Completed Mount Pleasant Normal School
(Central Michigan University)

Completed life certification program, Ypsilanti
Normal School (Eastern Michigan University)

Teacher, Central Lake and Ypsilanti, Michigan

Teacher, Supervisor of Reading, Supervisor of
Research, Detroit Public Schools
“Critic Teacher,” Detroit Teachers College
(Wayne State University)

Ph.B., Phi Beta Kappa, University of Chicago
Fulltime graduate student, Columbia University
Master’s, Columbia University

Greensboro (North Carolina) College,
Chair of Education

Doctorate, Columbia University; Dissertation
titted An Historical Analysis of American
Reading Instruction

Whittier College (California), Dean of Education
Published American Reading Instruction, 1934
Leave of absence, first semester, 1936-1937

Indiana University (Bloomington), Associate
Professor of Education

University of Southern California, Professor
of Education

1908
1911

1913

1911-1919
1919-1926

1926
1927-1931
1929
1931-1933

1934

1933-1937

1937-1939

1939-1947



New York City, writing sabbatical

New York University, Professor of Education,
Director of Reading Institute

President, International Council for the
Improvement of Reading Instruction (ICIRI)

President, International Reading Association
IRA Citation of Merit

Glassboro (New Jersey) State College,
Distinguished Professor

San Fernando Valley (California) State College,
Distinguished Service Professor

University of Southern California,
Distinguished Professor

1947-1948
1949-1963

1949-1950

1963-1964
1964
1963-1968

1968-1969

1969-1976

Nila Banton Smith died in Los Angeles on December 13, 1976.
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Professional Publications

An Historical Analysis of American Reading Instruction. Doctoral
thesis, Columbia University, 1934. New York: Silver Burdett,
1934. :

American Reading Instruction: Its Development and Its Signifi-
cance in Gaining a Perspective on Current Practices in Read-
ing. New York: Silver Burdett, 1934.

Adventures in Teacher Education. San Jose, CA: Stewart, 1937.

Techniques for Preparing and Using Reading Charts. Practical
Problems in Education Series. New York: Silver Burdett,
1937.

Reading: A Tool for Learning. Compiled with Clare Belle Baker
and others. Washington, DC: Association for Childhood Ed-
ucation, 1938.

“Remedial Instruction in Reading with College Freshmen,” Bulle-
tin of the Indiana University School of Education, 15.
Bloomington, IN: Bureau of Cooperative Research, Indiana
University, 1938.

A Straight Talk to Teachers of Primary Reading. New York Silver
Burdett, 1949.

Why Do the Schools Teach Reading As They Do? Washington,
DC: National School Public Relations Association, 1955.

Sailing into Reading. Washington, DC: National School Public
Relations Association, 1956.

Reading Instruction for Today’s Children. Englewood Cliffs, NJ:
Prentice-Hall, 1963.

American Reading Instruction: Its Development and Its Signifi-
cance in Gaining a Perspective on Current Practices in Read-
ing, revised edition. Newark, DE: International Reading
Association, 1965.



Future Needs in the Teaching of Reading: Basic Skill Patterns, Kin-
dergarten through Twelve. Toronto: Copp Clark, 1966.

Some Approaches to Reading, with Ruth Strickland. Washington,
DC: Association for Childhood Education International,
1969.

Reading Methods and Teacher Improvement (Ed.). Newark, DE:
International Reading Association, 1971.

The Role of the Teacher, Parent, Reading Specialist, and Adminis-
trator in Developing Successful Reading Programs. Newark,
DE: International Reading Association, 1974.

Reading Instruction for Today’s Children, second edition, with H.
Alan Robinson. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1981.
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Instructional Materials

Picture-Story Reading Lessons, with S.A. Courtis. New York:
World Book, 1925. (Two volumes with teachers” manuals.)

One Hundred Ways of Teaching Silent Reading for All Grades.
New York: World Book, 1925. (Reprint, Darby Books, 1981.)

Reading Activities in the Primary Grades, with Grace Storm.
Boston: Ginn, 1930.

The Unit-Activity Reading Series (Ed.). New York: Silver Burdett,
1935-1956. (Preprimer through sixth grade, teachers’ man-
uals, revisions.)

Learning to Read: A Basic Reading Program (Ed.). New York:
Silver Burdett, 1945-1947. (Preprimer through third grade,
teachers’ manuals, revisions.)

Read Faster and Get More from Your Reading. Englewood Cliffs,
NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1958. (Reprint, Speed Reading Made
Easy, Warner Books, 1983.)

Be a Better Reader, fifth edition. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-
Hall, 1958-1984. (Grades 4-12 with annotated teachers’ ad-
ditions. Numerous revisions.)

Graded Selections for Informal Reading Diagnosis, Grades 1-3,
with instructional staff of Reading Institute, New York Univer-
sity. New York: New York University Press, 1959.

Bobbs-Merrill Best of Children’s Literature (Ed.). Indianapolis:
Bobbs-Merrill, 1960-1968. (Six volumes with teachers’ man-
uals, revisions.)

Graded Selections for Informal Reading Diagnosis, Grades 4-6,
with Anna Harris. New York: New York University Press,
1963.

Faster Reading Made Easy. New York: Popular Library, 1963.



Journal/Book Articles

“Experiment to Determine the Effectiveness of the Detroit Stand-
ard Practice Tests in Reading.” Detroit Journal of Education,
June 1922, 48-52. Also published in Journal of Educational
Research, 7, March 1923.

“Investigation of the Uses of Arithmetic in the Out-of-School Life
of First Grade Children.” Elementary School Journal, 24,
April 1924, 621-626.

“An Investigation of Children’s Interests in Different Types of Sto-
ries.” Detroit Educational Bulletin, 9, February 1926, 3-4.

“Practical Measures for Unifying Kindergarten and First Grade.”
Childhood Education, 3, May 1926, 409-417.

“The Present Situation in Phonics.” Elementary English Review,
November-December 1927, 278-281.

“Matching Ability As a Factor in First Grade Reading.” Proceed-
ings of the Ninth Annual Educational Conference, Research
Bulletin No. 12. Detroit, Ml: Board of Education, 1927, 58-
62. Also published in Journal of Educational Psychology, 19,
November 1928, 560-571.

“The Construction of First Grade Reading Material.” Journal of
Educational Research, 17, February 1928, 79-89.

“Techniques Used in Training Principals to Supervise Instruc-
tion.” Elementary School Journal, 28, February 1928.

“Key Teacher Scheme of Supervision.” Elementary School Jour-
nal, 28, February 1928.

“Activity Reading Materials.” Normal Instructor and Primary
Plans, 40, January 1931, 17.

“Eye Movements in Primary Reading.” Normal Instructor and Pri-
mary Plans, 40, February 1931, 36.

“Developing Various Reading Abilities”” Normal Instructor and
Primary Plans, 40, March 1931, 26.



“Successive Emphases in American Reading Instruction.”
Teachers College Record, 24, December 1932, 188-208.

“Progenitors of Modern Reading Textbooks.” School and Society,
36, December 1932, 809-813.

“Glimpses into Foreign Classrooms.” Childhood Education, 9,
February 1933, 241-247.

“Functional Reading Objectives.” Educational Methods, 12, April
1933, 427-432.

“Student Reactions to Helpfulness of Training Teachers.” Educa-
tional Administration and Supervision, 20, April 1934, 313-
317.

“What Price Kindergartens?” Childhood Education, 10, June
1934, 467-473.

“The Purpose of the Junior School.” National Education Associa-
tion: Addresses and Proceedings, 1935, 385-386.

“Skills and Drills in the New Junior School.” National Education
Association: Addresses and Proceedings, 1935, 386-387.

“Trends in Elementary Reading Instruction.” Proceedings of the
Fourteenth Annual Education Conference, Kentucky Univer-
sity, 1936, 107-111.

“Preparing for the Changing Elementary School.” Progressive
Education, 14, May 1937, 344-349.

“Developing New Reading Materials in the School.” National Ele-
mentary Principal, 17, July 1938, 442-456.

“Trends in Reading Instruction.” Virginia Teacher, 19, October
1938, 141-144,

“Reorienting Remedial Reading in a Natural Setting: The Li-
brary.” Educational Methods, 19, December 1939, 156-162.

“Education and Our National Needs.” Education, 60, February
1940, 13-14.

“Local Church and the Weekday School,” with Florence Martin.
International Journal of Religious Education, 16, April 1940,
13-14.

“What Shall We Do about Reading Today?’’ Elementary English
Review, 19, November 1942, 247-251.
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“Guideposts of Tomorrow in Elementary Reading.” Guide for the
Elementary Teachers of Tomorrow. Sixteenth Yearbook of
California Elementary School Principals Association, 1942,
80-87.

“Shall We Teach Phonics?”’ Elementary English Review, 20, Feb-
ruary 1943, 60-67.

“What About Phonics?’”’ NEA Journal, 35, November 1946, 486-
487.

“Some Effects of Reading on Children.” Elementary English, 25,
May 1948, 271-279.

“Can Reading Withstand the Competition?” Education, 68, June
1948, 616-619.

“The Personal and Social Values of Reading.” Elementary En-
glish, 25, December 1948, 490-500.

“How Will the Semantic Emphasis Affect Reading Instruction?”
Education, 69, May 1949, 556-561.

“The Development of Basal Reading Techniques.” A Report of
the Fifth Annual Conference on Reading. Pittsburgh, PA: Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh, 1949.

“Reading Readiness: Semantic Implications.” Elementary En-
glish, 26, December 1949, 451-460.

“Readiness for Reading.” Elementary English, 27, January-
February 1950, 31-39.

“Reading: Concept Development.” Education, May 1950, 548-
558.

“Areas of Growth in a Basal Reader” Reading Teacher, 2, June
1950, 3-6.

“When Shall We Teach Phonics?’’ Reading Teacher, 2, June
1950, 13-15.

“Recognizing Reading Readiness at All Levels.” Reading
Teacher, 5, November 1951, 7-10.

“Areas of Research Interest in the Language Arts.” Elementary
English, 29, January 1952, 31-34.
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“Helpful Books to Use with Retarded Readers.” Elementary
School Journal, 52, March 1952, 390-397.

“Historical Turning Points in the Teaching of Reading.” NEA Jour-
nal, 41, May 1952, 280-283.

“Utilizing Reading Opportunities in the Entire Curriculum.” Edu-
cation, 72, May 1952, 572-589.

“Reading Readiness at All Levels.” Instructor, 62, February 1953,
57 +.

“Reading in 1953.” Education, 73, May 1953, 532-538.

“The Good Reader Thinks Critically.” Reading Teacher, 7, Febru-
ary 1953, 160-169. (Reprinted in Reading Teacher, 15, De-
cember 1961, 162-171.)

“Research in Reading and the Emotions.” School and Society,
81, January 1955, 8-10.

“What Research Tells Us about Word Recognition.” Elementary
School Journal, 55, April 1955, 440-446.

“Special Problems in Reading.” Grade Teacher, 72, April 1955,
30 +.

“Phonics Then and Now.” Education, 75, May 1955, 560-565.

“Reading Must Contribute to Living.” National Elementary Princi-
pals, 35, September 1955, 7-12.

“Looking Ahead in Teaching Reading.” NEA Journal, 14, October
1955, 416-417.

“Therapy As a Part of Remediation.” Reading Teacher, 9, Octo-
ber 1955,18-23.

“Phonics in Beginning Reading Review and Evaluation.” Read-
ing Teacher, 9, December 1955, 73-80.

“Relative Emphasis on Oral and Silent Reading in the School
Program.” In Helen Robinson (Ed.), Oral Aspects of Read-
ing. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1955, 71-76.

“The Role of Reading in Developing Today’s Children and
Youth.” In William S. Gray and Nancy Larrick (Eds.), Better
Readers for Our Times. New York: Scholastic Magazines,
1956, 9-13.
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“The Classroom Teachers’ Responsibility to Retarded Readers.”
Education, 77, May 1957, 456-550.

“You Can Read Better and Faster”” Business Education World,
36-37. (Apparently reprinted in toto in Supervisory Manage-
ment, eight parts, September 1957-April 1958; serialized
from book.)

“What Research Says about Phonics Instruction.” Journal of Ed-
ucational Research, 51, September 1957, 1-9.

“Television: A Challenging Frontier”” Reading Teacher, 11, Octo-
ber 1957, 9-10.

“The Reading Needs of Junior High School Students.” In Nancy
Larrick (Ed.), Reading in Action. New York: Scholastic Maga-
zines, 1957, 92-94.

“Phonics and Word Method.” Education, 78, May 1958, 515-520.

“Developing Basic Reading Skills through Skill Building Materi-
als.” In J. Allen Figurel (Ed.), Reading for Effective Living.
New York: Scholastic Magazines, 1958, 38-41.

“Planning for a Total Reading Program in the High School.” High
School Journal, 43, November 1959, 58-70.

“Teaching Study Skills in Reading.” Elementary School Journal,
60, December 1959, 158-162.

“Levels of Discussion in Reading.” Education, 80, May 1960,
518-521.

“Something Old, Something New in Primary Reading.” Elemen-
tary English, 37, October 1960, 368-374.

“Literature for Space Age Children.” Education, 81, October
1960, 100-105.

“Differentiating Instruction to Provide for the Needs of Learners

through Methods and Materials.” In J. Allen Figurel (Ed.),
New Frontiers in Reading. New York: Scholastic Magazines,
1960, 26-29.

“What Have We Accomplished in Reading? A Review of the Past
Fifty Years.” Elementary English, 38, March 1961, 141-150.

“The Professional Preparation of High School Teachers of Read-
ing.” Reading Teacher, 14, May 1961, 326-330.
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“The Good Reader Thinks Critically.” Reading Teacher, 15, De-
cember 1961, 162-171.

“Implementing Change through Productive, Free-Flowing Inter-
relationships.” In J. Allen Figurel (Ed.), Changing Concepts
of Reading Instruction. New York: Scholastic Magazines,
1961, 61.

“Should We Encourage More Creativity in Developing Measuring
Devices for Reading Research?” In J. Allen Figurel (Ed.),
Changing Concepts of Reading Instruction. New York: Scho-
lastic Magazines, 1961, 159-163.

“How to Retain What You Read.” Pipe Line Industry, 16, February
1962, 48-49, 52-53. (Part two of a series of three.)

“Development of Taste in Literature, |’ Elementary English, 39,
November 1962, 702-709, 718.

“Some Answers to Criticisms of American Reading Instruction.”
Reading Teacher, 16, December 1962, 146-150.

“An Evaluation of Reading in American Schools.” In J. Allen
Figurel (Ed.), Challenge and Experiment in Reading. New
York: Scholastic Magazines, 1962, 179-190.

“What is Critical Reading?”’ Elementary English, 40, April 1963,
409-410.

“Reading and Study Skills at Secondary Level.” Optometric
Weekly, September 26, 1963, 1831-1834.

“The Year Ahead in IRA” In J. Allen Figurel (Ed.), Reading As an
Intellectual Activity. New York: Scholastic Magazines, 1963,
30-35.

“Patterns of Writing in Different Subject Areas.” Journal of Read-
ing, 8, October and November 1964, 31-37, 97-102. Re-
printed in Althea Beery, Thomas C. Barrett, and William
Powell (Eds.), Elementary Reading Instruction. Boston: Allyn
and Bacon, 1969, 434-446.

“Trends in Beginning Reading Since 1900.” In Warren G. Cutts
(Ed.), Teaching Young Children to Read. Washington, DC:
U.S. Government Printing Office, 1964, 5-15.
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“Challenge of Change.” In J. Allen Figurel (Ed.), Improvement of
Reading through Classroom Practice. Newark, DE: Interna-
tional Reading Association, 1964, 1-8.

“Reading in Depth at Middle Grades.” Instructor, 124, March
1965, 73, 101.

“Reading in Subject Matter Fields.” Educational Leadership, 22,
March 1965, 382-385.

“Parents Are People.” Reading Teacher, 18, May 1965, 624-628.

“Influences Shaping American Reading Instruction.” Invitational
Addresses: 1965. Newark, DE: International Reading Asso-
ciation, 1965, 33-47.

“Reading for Depth.” In J. Allen Figurel (Ed.), Reading and In-
quiry. Newark, DE: International Reading Association, 1965,
117-119.

“The Slow Learner: His Needs in Learning to Read.” Australian
Journal on the Education of Backward Children, 12, March
1966, 161-172.

“Questions Administrators Ask about Reading in Secondary
Schools.” In H. Alan Robinson and Sidney J. Rauch (Eds.),
Corrective Reading in the High School Classroom. Newark,
DE: International Reading Association, 1966, 114-129.

“Today’s Issues in Perspective.” Proceedings of the Twenty-Third
Annual Reading Institute. Philadelphia: Temple University,
1966.

“Reading: Seventy-Five Years of Progress. In H. Alan Robinson
(Ed.), Reading: Seventy-Five Years of Progress. Supplemen-
tary Educational Monographs, No. 96. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1966, 3-12.

“Perspectives: Teaching Young Children to Read.” In J. Allen
Figurel (Ed.), Vistas in Reading. Newark, DE: International
Reading Association, 1967, 581-586. Reprinted in Althea
Beery, Thomas C. Barrett, and William Powell (Eds.), Ele-
mentary Reading Instruction. Boston: Allyn and Bacon,
1969, 338-347.

“Responsibilities and Qualifications of Reading Specialists.” In
Mildred A. Dawson (Ed.), Combining Research Results and
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Good Practice. Newark, DE: International Reading Associa-
tion, 1967, 75-82.

“The Future of Reading.” In Marion D. Jenkinson (Ed.), Reading
Instruction: An International Forum. Newark, DE: Interna-
tional Reading Association, 1967, 1.

“President’s Report: A Report of the Long Range Planning Com-
mittee,” with H. Alan Robinson. Reading Research Quarterly,
3, 1968, 421-423.

“Prospectives in Reading Instruction: Past Perfect? Future
Tense?” Elementary English, 45, April 1968, 440-445.

“Tomorrow’s Reading Instruction: Paradox and Promise.” In J.
Allen Figurel (Ed.), Forging Ahead in Reading. Newark, DE:
International Reading Association, 1968, 34-36.

“The Many Faces of Reading Comprehension.” Reading Teacher,
23, December 1969, 249-259.

“The Future of Current Issues in Reading.” In Nila Banton Smith
(Ed.), Current Issues in Reading. Newark, DE: International
Reading Association, 1969, 464-487.

“Reading Instruction in Elementary School: Excerpts from Ad-
dress, February 1969." Today’s Education, 59, January
1970, 42-43 + .

“Reading and Technology in the Seventies.” Audio-Visual In-
struction, 15, November 1970, 22-23.

“Up to Date Glossary of Common Terms Used by Reading In-
structors and Informed Librarians.” Wilson Library Bulletin,
45, November 1970, 246-253.

“Research in Reading: Trends and Implications.” Elementary En-
glish, 48, March 1971, 320-327.

“Reading Research: Notable Findings and Urgent Needs.” Pa-
per presented at a National Convention of Teachers of En-
glish meeting in Las Vegas, November 1971.

“Reading: An International Challenge.” In Dorothy K. Bracken
and Eve Malmquist (Eds.), Improving Reading Ability Around
the World. Newark, DE: International Reading Association,
1971, 226-246.
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“Strategies for Improving the Teaching of Decoding Skills.” In
Nila Banton Smith (Ed.), Reading Methods and Teacher Im-
provement. Newark, DE: International Reading Association,
1971, 1-19.

“Instructional Technology and Reading: Progress, Problems,
and Promise.” Paper presented at an International Reading
Association meeting, Detroit, 1972.

“Some Basic Factors in Reading Difficulties of the Disadvan-
taged.” Reading Improvement, 11, Fall 1972, 3-9.

“Reading Research: Some Notable Findings.” Elementary En-
glish, 50, February 1973, 259-263, 269.

“Reading Instruction: Present and Future Needs and Trends.”
Paper presented at the International Reading Association
Convention, New Orleans, 1974.

“Child Nutrition in a Changing World.” Childhood Education, 51,
January 1975, 142-145.

“Reading Innovations: Practical Suggestions for Teaching and
Humanizing Procedures.” Paper presented at the Interna-
tional Reading Association Plains Regional Conference, St.
Louis, February 1975.

“Early Language Development: Foundation of Reading.” Ele-
mentary English, 52, March 1975, 399-402.

“Cultural Dialects: Current Problems and Solutions.” Reading
Teacher, 29, November 1975, 137-141.

“Cultural Dialects.” Education Digest, 41, January 1976, 29-31.

“The Classroom Teacher’s Responsibility to the Able Reader.” In
John E. Merritt (Ed.), New Horizons in Reading. Newark, DE:
International Reading Association, 1976, 229-241.

Interview with Nila Banton Smith. In Sandra M. Brown (Ed.),
Newsbook in Reading Instruction Series |. New York: Multi-

media Education, 1971, 171-177.

Note: There is no assurance that this listing of Dr. Smith’s writings is complete; un-
doubtedly some publications, including reprints, have escaped our investigation.

14 Journal/Book Articlés



