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Education   
 
1990 Ph.D. in Language and Literacy Education 
 University of California, Berkeley 
 Major Areas: Written Language Acquisition, Language and Cognition, 
 Learning in Social Contexts, Technology and Writing Instruction 
 
1983 M.A. in Language and Literacy Education 
 University of California, Berkeley 
 Major Area:  Literacy Learning in Multilingual Classrooms 
 
1982 B.A. in Linguistics 
 University of California, San Diego   
 Minors: New World Spanish Literature, Biology 
 magna cum laude 
 
 
Professional  
History  
 
2019-present Senior Research Scientist 
 WestEd 
 
1995-2019 Co-Director, Director of Research 
 Strategic Literacy Initiative 
 WestEd 
 
1991-1995 Associate Director, Director of Research 
 Humanities Education Research and Language Development (HERALD) Project 

A joint project of the San Francisco Unified School District and the San Francisco 
Education Fund 

 
1989-1991 Postdoctoral  Fellow  
 James S. McDonnell Program in Cognitive Studies for Educational Practice 
 Graduate School of Education 
 University of California, Berkeley 
 
 
Awards  



 
2022 Inducted into the Reading Hall of Fame 
 
2019 National Conference on Research in Language and Literacy  
 Distinguished Scholar Award 
 
2017 Arthur Applebee Award for Excellence in Research on Literacy 
 Literacy Research Association 
 
2014 Distinguished Visiting Scholar Award 
 The University of Auckland, New Zealand 
 
1992 American Educational Research Association 
 Social Contexts of Education (Division G) 
 Best Dissertation Award 
 
1992 Association for the Advancement of Computing in Education 
 Award for Best Use of Multimedia for Teacher Education 
 
1992 University of California 
 Presidential Grant for School Improvement Dissertation Award 
 
1991 National Council of Teachers of English 
 Promising Researcher Award 
 
1989-1991 Postdoctoral Fellow 
 James S. McDonnell Foundation  
 Program in Cognitive Studies for Educational Practice 
 
1985 - 1986 Founder Region Fellow 
 Soroptimist International 
 
1982 - 1986 California State Graduate Fellow 
 
1982 - 1984 Regent’s Fellow 
 University of California, Berkeley 
 
1982 Phi Beta Kappa 
 
1982 Departmental Honors with Highest Distinction 
 University of California, San Diego 
 Linguistics Department 
 
Grants  
 



2018 – 2021 “Developing Effective Teaching with Disciplinary Inquiry.” US Department of 
Education, SEED Program, Grant #U423A180020, Greenleaf, PI. 

 
2015-2018 “Reading Apprenticeship Across the Disciplines.” US Department of Education, 

Office of Innovation and Improvement, SEED Program, Grant #U367D150026, 
Greenleaf Co-PI. 

 
2013 – 2016 “Literacy Apprenticeship: Reading, Writing and Learning in the Disciplines.” US 

Department of Education, Office of Innovation and Improvement, SEED 
Program, Grant #U367D130023, Greenleaf Co-Director 

 
2013 – 2016 “Internet-based Reading Apprenticeship Improving Science Education 

(iRAISE).” U.S. Department of Education, Office of Innovation and 
Improvement, Investing in Innovation Grant #U411C120094, Greenleaf Co-
Director 

 
2010 - 2015 “Reading for Understanding Across Grades 6 through 12: Evidence-Based 

Argumentation for Disciplinary Learning.” U.S. Department of Education, 
Institute of Education Sciences, Grant # R305F100007, Greenleaf Co-PI. 

 
2010 - 2015  "Scaling Up Content-Area Academic Literacy in High School English Language 

Arts, Science and History Classes for High Needs Students." U.S. Department of 
Education, Office of Innovation and Improvement, Investing in Innovation, Grant 
#U396B00255, Greenleaf, Co-Director. 

 
2006 – 2009 “An Efficacy Study of Reading Apprenticeship Professional Development for 

High School History and Science Teaching and Learning.” Teacher Quality 
Research Reading/Writing Grants, U. S. Department of Education Institute of 
Education Sciences, Grant # R305M050031, Greenleaf PI. 

 
2005 – 2008 “Integrating Literacy and Science Instruction in High School Biology: Impact on 

Teacher Practice, Student Engagement, and Student Achievement.” National 
Science Foundation ROLE, REC-0440379, Greenleaf Co-PI. 

2003 – 2005 “Building Rich Adolescent Literacy Tools and Support for Urban High School 
Reform,” a two-year grant from the Carnegie Corporation to the Strategic 
Literacy Initiative, WestEd. 

 
2001 – 2003 “Building Toward Rich Adolescent Literacy in Urban School Reform: Making the 

Case and Deepening the Dialogue,” a two-year grant from the Carnegie 
Corporation to the Strategic Literacy Initiative, WestEd. 

 
2001 – 2003  “Strategic Scale-Up of Adolescent Literacy Improvement: Knowledge and Tool 

Development in Local and National Communities of Practice.” The William and 
Flora Hewlett Foundation’s Grant # 4125.01.011 to The Strategic Literacy 
Initiative, WestEd. 

 



1997 - 2000 “Close Readings:  A Study of Key Issues in the Use of Literacy Learning Cases  
for the Professional Development of Secondary Teachers,” a three-year grant 
from The Spencer and MacArthur Foundations’ Program in Professional 
Development Research and Documentation 

 
1995 - 1998 “Student Literacy Learning Cases as Teachers’ Thinking Tools:  A Collaborative 
 Research and Development Project,” The Stuart Foundations grant to the
 HERALD Project through WestEd Laboratories for Educational Research. 
 
1988 - 1989 “Living Up to the Promise:  Technology in the Writing Curriculum,”   

Apple Computer, Inc. grant to Glynda Hull, Marcia Linn, and Cynthia Greenleaf, 
through the Instructional Technology Program and the National Center for the 
Study of Writing, University of California, Berkeley. 

 
1987 - 1988 Regent’s Patent Fund Research Grant 
 University of California, Berkeley 
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Associations  
 

American Educational Research Association 
 
Elected Member, Council on English Leadership 
 
International Literacy Association 
Past President, Secondary Reading Interest Group 
 

 Literacy Research Association 
 Arthur Applebee Award Committee, 2022 – 2025 
 Albert J. Kingsley Award Committee, 2015 and 2016 
 Program Co-Chair, 2005 and 2006 

 
National Conference on Research in Language and Literacy 
 
Reading Hall of Fame 

 
 
Advisory 
Committees 
 

National WRITE Center 
University of California, Irvine 
2018 - 2023 

 
Lawrence Hall of Science at University of California, Berkeley and Stanford 
University: PRACTISE (Practicum in Science Education) Grant 



2014 – 2016  
 
Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy 
Technical Working Group, 2014—2015 
 
Lawrence Hall of Science at University of California, Berkeley: 
Promoting Equitable and Accessible Science Instruction: 
Extending the Seeds of Science/Roots of Reading Curriculum 
to Middle School, 2009 – 2014  
 
American Educational Research Association 
Investigating Core Practices of Professional Development  
that Impact Teacher and Student Learning in Context 
Research Committee, 2012 
 
Lawrence Hall of Science at University of California, Berkeley 
and Boston University:  
Constructing and Critiquing Arguments in Middle School 
Science Classrooms: Supporting Teachers with Multimedia  
Educative Curriculum Materials, 2011 – 2015  

 
 
Scholarly 
Reviews 
 
 Educational Studies 
 
 Exceptionality 
 
 Journal of Adolescent Research 
 
 Journal of Adult and Adolescent Literacy 
 
 Journal of Cognition and Instruction 
 
 Reading Research Quarterly 
 
 Research in the Teaching of English 
  
 Review of Educational Research 
 
 
Publications 
 
In press Skerrett, A.; Pacheco, M.; Hinchman, K.A.; Cervetti, G.; Pearson, P.D. & 

Greenleaf, C. Socioculturally responsive large-scale assessment: The case of the 



2026 NAEP Reading Framework. To appear in R. E. Bennett, L. Darling-
Hammond, & A. Badrinarayan (Eds.), Socioculturally responsive assessment: 
Implications for theory, measurement, and systems-level policy. New York: 
Routledge.   

2023 Greenleaf, C.,  Hinchman, K. A. &  Brown, W.  Science teachers designing text 
use for equitable Next Generation Science instruction. Journal of Adolescent & 
Adult Literacy,  67,  162–174.   

2023 Greenleaf, C., Schoenbach, R., Friedrich, L., Murphy, L., & Hogan, N. Reading 
for Understanding: How Reading Apprenticeship Improves Disciplinary Learning 
in Secondary and College Classrooms, 3rd Ed. John Wiley & Sons. 

2022 Forzani, E., Afflerbach, P., Aguirre, S., Brynelson, N., Cervetti, G., Cho, B.-Y., 
Coiro, J., García, G. E., Guthrie, J. T., Hinchman, K., Lee, C. D., Pacheco, M., 
Pearson, P. D., Ross, A., Skerrett, A., & Uccelli, P. Advances and missed 
opportunities in the development of the 2026 NAEP Reading 
Framework. Literacy Research: Theory, Method, and Practice, 71(1), 153-189. 

2022 Greenleaf, C., Katz, M. L., Stump, M. & Cribb, C. Professional learning designed 
to cultivate continuous learning and innovation. In Dana A. Robertson, Leigh A. 
Hall, Cynthia H. Brock (Eds.), Innovation, Equity, and Sustainability in Literacy 
Professional Learning. Guilford Press. 

2022 Litman, C. & Greenleaf, C. Traveling together over difficult ground: Negotiating 
success with a profoundly inexperienced reader in an Introduction to Chemistry 
class. K. Hinchman & H. Thomas (Eds.), Best Practices in Adolescent Literacy, 

3rd Ed. (pp. 205 – 229). Guilford. 
2020 Greenleaf, C. & Hinchman, K. Expanding teaching and learning with disciplinary 

texts: The case of reading and science. In E. B. Moje, P. Afflerbach, P. Enciso, 
and N. K. Lesaux (Eds.), Handbook of Reading Research, Vol. V. Routledge. 

2020 Wilson, A., Katz, M.L., & Greenleaf, C. The staying power of worthwhile work: 
What it takes to lead literacy change. Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, 
63(6), 702–710. 

 
2019 Goldman, S.R., Greenleaf, C., Mariya Yukhymenko-Lescroart with Willard 

Brown, Mon – Lin Monica Ko, Julia Emig, MariAnne George, Patricia Wallace, 
Dylan Blum, M. Anne Britt, and Project READI. Explanatory modeling in 
science through text-based investigation: Testing the efficacy of the Project 
READI intervention approach. American Educational Research Journal, 56(4), 
1148-1216.  DOI: 10.3102/0002831219831041. 

 
2019 Greenleaf, C. & Katz, M. L. “Releasing responsibility for what? Developing 

learning environments for text-based inquiry in the disciplines in secondary 
schools. In M. McVee, Ortlieb, E. Reichenber, J. & P.D. Pearson (Eds.), The 



Gradual Release of Responsibility in Literacy Research and Practice (pp 37-52). 
Emerald Press. 

2019 McNaughton, S, Zhu, T, Rosedale, N., Oldehaver, J, Jesson, R., & Greenleaf, C. 
Critical perspective taking: Promoting and assessing online written argumentation 
for dialogic focus. Studia Paedagogica, 24(4), 119-141.  

 
2018 Cribb, G., Maglio, C., & Greenleaf, C. Collaborative argumentation: 10th graders 

read modern Iranian history. The History Teacher, 51(3), 477-526. 

2018 Greenleaf, C., Katz, M.L., & Wilson, A. Designing literacy leadership: Fractal 
motifs for teaching and learning. Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy, 61(1), 
105-109. 

2018 Goldman, S.R., Ko, M.L., Greenleaf, C. & Brown, W. Domain-specificity in the 
practices of explanation, modeling, and argument in the sciences. In C. Chinn, J. 
Osborne, F. Fischer & K. Engelmann (Eds.). Scientific Reasoning and 
Argumentation: The Roles of Domain-Specific and Domain-General Knowledge 
(pp. 121-141). Routledge. 

2018 Greenleaf, C., Litman, C. & Marple, S. The impact of inquiry-based professional 
development on teachers’ capacity to integrate literacy instruction in secondary 
subject areas. Teaching and Teacher Education, 71, 226-240. 

2018 Litman, C. & Greenleaf, C. Argumentation tasks in secondary English language 
arts, history, and science: Variations in instructional focus and inquiry space. 
Reading Research Quarterly, 53 (1), 107–126. 

2017 Schoenbach, R. & Greenleaf, C. Leading for literacy: Engaging schools and 
districts in transforming subject-area literacy. Phi Delta Kappan, 9 (3), 59-64. 

2017 Greenleaf, C. & Brown, W. An Argument for Learning: Secondary Science 
Teachers Building Capacity to Support Students’ Evidence-Based Argumentation. 
The Learning Professional, 38(2), 56 – 70. 

2017 Litman, C., Marple, S., Greenleaf, C., Charney-Sirott, I., Bolz, M., Richardson, 
L., Hall, A., George, M. & Goldman, S. Text-based argumentation with multiple 
sources: A descriptive study of opportunity to learn in secondary English 
language arts, history, and science. Journal of the Learning Sciences, 26(1), 79-
130. 

2017 Greenleaf, C. & Valencia, S. Missing in action: Learning from texts in subject-
matter classrooms. In K.A. Hinchman & D.A. Appelman, (Eds.), Adolescent 
literacy: A handbook of practice-based research (pp. 135 – 155). NY: Guilford 
Press. 

2017 Schoenbach, R., Greenleaf, C., & Murphy, L. Leading for literacy: A Reading 
Apprenticeship approach. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Wiley. 



2016 Goldman, S., Britt, M.A., Brown, W., Cribb, G., George, M., Greenleaf, C., Lee, 
C.D., Shanahan, C., & Project READI. Disciplinary literacies and learning to read 
for understanding: A conceptual framework for disciplinary literacy. Educational 
Psychologist, 51(2), 219-246. http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00461520.2016.1168741. 

2016 Schoenbach, R., Greenleaf, C., Brown, W. & Howlett, H. Supporting deep change 
with an immersive online course. In C. Dede, A. Eisenkraft, K. Frumin & A 
Harley (Eds.), Teacher learning in the digital age: Online professional 
development in STEM education (pp. 69—86). Cambridge, MA: Harvard 
Education Press. 

2014 Greenleaf, C., Brown, W., Goldman, S.R. & Ko, M. READI for Science: 
Promoting Scientific Literacy Practices through Text-Based Investigations for 
Middle and High School Science Teachers and Students. Proceedings of the 
Board on Science Education, National Academy of Sciences, Workshop on 
Literacy for Science, December 9, 10, 2013, Washington, D.C. 
http://sites.nationalacademies.org/cs/groups/dbassesite/documents/webpage/dbass
e_086023.pdf 

2014 Greenleaf, C., Schoenbach, R., & Murphy, L. Building a culture of engaged 
academic literacy in schools. In H. Casey, S. Lenski & C. Hryniuk-Adamov  
(Eds.), Literacy Practices Adolescents Deserve. International Reading 
Association, IRA E-ssentials ISSN 2326-7216 (online) | No. 8066 

2014 Litman, C. & Greenleaf, C. Traveling together over difficult ground: Negotiating 
success with a profoundly inexperienced reader in an Introduction to Chemistry 
class. K. Hinchman & H. Thomas (Eds.), Best Practices in Adolescent Literacy, 
2nd Ed. (pp. 308-329). Guilford. 

2013 Cervetti, G.N., Pearson, P.D., Greenleaf, C., Moje, E.  Science!  Literacy! 
Synergy!  In W. Banko, M.L. Grant, M.E. Jabot, A.J. McCormack, & T. O’Brien 
(Eds.), Science Literacy and Our Nation’s Future (pp. 99—124). Washington, 
DC:  NSTA & STANYS. 

2012 Schoenbach, C., Greenleaf, C., & Murphy, L. (2012). Reading for understanding: 
How Reading Apprenticeship Improves Disciplinary Learning in Secondary and 
College Classrooms, 2nd Edition.  SF: Jossey-Bass, Inc. 

 
2011 Greenleaf, C., Litman, C., Hanson, T., Rosen, R., Boscardin, C. K., Herman, J., 

Schneider, S. with Madden, S. & Jones, B. "Integrating literacy and science in 
biology: Teaching and learning impacts of Reading Apprenticeship professional 
development. American Educational Research Journal, 48 (3), 647 – 717. 

 
2010 Greenleaf, C., Cribb, G., Howlett, H., & Moore, D. W. Inviting outsiders inside 

disciplinary literacies: An interview with Cynthia Greenleaf, Gayle Cribb, and 
Heather Howlett. Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, 54(4), 291–293. 

 



2010 Pearson, P.D., Moje, E.B., & Greenleaf, C. Literacy and science: Each in the 
service of the other. Science Magazine, 328, 459-463. 

 
2009 Shoenbach, R. & Greenleaf, C. Fostering adolescents’ engaged academic literacy. 

In L, Christenbury, R. Bomer, & P. Smagorinsky, (Eds.), Handbook of Adolescent 
Literacy Research (pp. 98-112). Guilford. 

 
2009 Greenleaf, C. & Hinchman, K. “Reimagining Our Inexperienced Adolescent 

Readers: From Struggling, Striving, Marginalized, and Reluctant to Thriving.” 
Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, 53(1), 4–13. 

 
2008 Litman, C. & Greenleaf, C. Traveling together over difficult ground: Negotiating 

success with a profoundly inexperienced reader in an Introduction to Chemistry 
class. K. Hinchman & H. Thomas (Eds.), Best Practices in Adolescent Literacy. 
Guilford. 

2007 Heller, R. & Greenleaf, C. (2007). Literacy instruction in the content areas: 
Getting to the core of middle and high school improvement. Washington, DC: 
Alliance for Excellent Education. 

 
2006 Schoenbach, R., Greenleaf, C., Cziko, C., & Hurwitz, L. (2006). Lesen macht 

schlau Neue Lesepraxis für weiterführende Schulen. Berlin, Germany: Cornelsen 
Verlag Scriptor  

 
2006 Greenleaf, C. “Fostering metacognitive conversation in professional communities 

and subject-area classrooms.” Adolescent Literacy in Perspective. February, 2 – 5. 
www.ohiorc.org/adlit 

 
2004 Greenleaf, C., Brown, W., & Litman, C. “Apprenticing urban youth to science 

literacy.” In D. S. Strickland & D. E. Alvermann, (Eds.), Bridging the Gap: 
Improving Literacy Learning for Preadolescent and Adolescent Learners in 
Grades 4-12 (pp. 200 – 226). Newark, NJ: International Reading Association. 

2004 Greenleaf, C. & Katz, M. “Ever newer ways to mean: Authoring pedagogical 
change in secondary subject-area classrooms.” In S.W. Freedman & A. F. Ball 
(Eds.) New Literacies for New Times: Bakhtinian Perspectives on Language, 
Literacy, and Learning for the 21st Century (pp. 172 – 202). Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. 

 
2004 Greenleaf, C. & Schoenbach, R. “Building capacity for the responsive teaching of 

reading in the academic disciplines: Strategic inquiry designs for middle and high 
school teachers’ professional development.” In D. S. Strickland & M. L. Kamil, 
(Eds.), Improving Reading Achievement through Professional Development, (pp. 
97 – 127). Christopher-Gordon Publishers, Inc. 

 



2003 Schoenbach, R., Braunger, J., Greenleaf, C., & Litman, C. “Apprenticing 
adolescents to reading in subject-area classrooms.” Phi Delta Kappan, October, 
133 – 138. 

 
2002 Greenleaf, C., Jimenez, R., & Roller, C. (2002). Conversations: Reclaiming 

secondary reading interventions: From limited to rich conceptions, from narrow to 
broad conversations. Reading Research Quarterly, 37 (4), 484 – 496. 

 
2001 Jordan, M; Jensen, R; & Greenleaf, C.:  “Amidst Familial Gatherings: Reading 

Apprenticeship in a Middle School Classroom.” Voices from the Middle, 8 (4), 15 
– 24. 

 
2001 Greenleaf, C.; Schoenbach, R.; Cziko, C.; & Mueller, F. Apprenticing Adolescent 

Readers to Academic Literacy.  Harvard Educational Review, 71 (1), 79 – 129.  
 
1999 Schoenbach, R.; Greenleaf, C.; Cziko, C.; & Hurwitz, L.:  Reading for 

Understanding:  A Guide to Improving Reading in Middle and High School 
Classrooms.  San Francisco, CA:  Jossey-Bass Publishers. 

 
1994 Greenleaf, C.  Technological Indeterminacy:  The Role of Classroom Writing 

Practices and Pedagogy in Shaping Student Use of the Computer.  Written 
Communication, 11 (1), 85 - 130. 

 
1994 Greenleaf, C., Hull, G., & Reilly, B.   Learning from Our Diverse Students:  

Helping Teachers Rethink Problematic Teaching and Learning Situations.  
Teaching and Teacher Education, 10 (5), 521-541. 

 
1993 Greenleaf, C. & Freedman, S.W.  Linking classroom discourse and classroom 

content:  Following the trail of intellectual work in a writing lesson.  Discourse 
Processes, 4, 465 - 505. 

 
1993 Reilly, B., Hull, G., & Greenleaf, C.  Using Hypermedia Cases in Teacher 

Education.  Journal of Technology and Teacher Education, 1 (1), 81 - 102. 
 
1991 Hull, G., Rose, M., Greenleaf, C., Reilly, B.  Seeing the promise of the 

underprepared.  The Quarterly of the National Writing Project and the Center for 
the Study of Writing and Literacy, (13), 1, 6 - 13. 

 
1987 Freedman, S.W., with Greenleaf, C., and Sperling, M.  Response to Student 

Writing.  (Research Monograph No. 23) Urbana, IL:  National Council of  
Teachers of English. 

 
 


