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Autumn News & Notes 

2025 
 

Happy Autumn!  For those of you who are teaching or administering, welcome back to the 

school year!   For those who are retired: Do you still get that feeling of newness when September 

rolls around? As educators, it seems that is engrained in each of us for a lifetime!   

 

Since it’s Autumn, we are getting closer to our annual 

Reading Hall of Fame get-together at the Literacy 

Research Association conference which will be held in Las 

Vegas this year. What follows is a brief overview of our 

RHF special events at the conference:   

 

• Reading Hall of Fame Breakfast and Induction Ceremony  

o Thursday, December 4, 2025; 7:00-8:30 a.m. 

o Planet Hollywood Hotel & Casino: Celebrity Ballroom  

o RHF Members and guests are invited to attend the breakfast. Reservation 

information will be sent to you by Dr. Patty Anders, RHF Treasurer. 

o The following new members will be inducted into the Reading Hall of Fame: 

§ Dr. Richard Beach 

§ Dr. Donald Bear 

§ Dr.  Karen Harris 

§ Dr. Melanie Kuhn 

§ Dr. Sharon Walpole 



2 
 

o It would be wonderful to have a large group of current RHF members at the 

breakfast meeting to welcome and support our new members! 

o Inauguration of our new RHF President, Dr. Doris Walker-Dalhouse, will take 

place after the induction ceremony. 

 

• Reading Hall of Fame Inaugural Addresses by 2024 RHF Inductees:                          

8:30 – 10:00 a.m. 

Last year’s RHF inductees will present their inaugural address following the 

breakfast and inductions. This session will be open to all conference-goers. The 

speakers will be: 

§ Dr. Deborah Rowe: Why Preschool Writing Matters: What Young Children 

Have the Opportunity to Learn About Literacy and Themselves in Early 

Writing Events 

§ Dr. Nell K. Duke: Promoting Research-Informed Policy and Practice in Early 

Literacy 

§ Dr. Catherine Compton-Lilly (with Rebecca Rogers): A Historical Look at 

Science, Equity, and Reading: The Summary Investigations Relating to 

Reading 

§ Dr. Peter Smagorinsky, Reflections on One’s Scholarly Path: Revisiting and 

Revisioning Your Past Work Given an Ever-Evolving Foundation of Literacy 

Research 

 

• Reading Hall of Fame Mentoring Session: Celebrity Ballroom: 

1:15 – 2:45 p.m. 

o Keynote:  Dr. Peter P. Afflerbach: The Sciences of Reading 

o Participants and Topics: 

§ Dr. Kathy G. Short: Centering Meaning and 

Diversity Through Integrating Global Literature into University Courses 

§ Dr. Catherine Snow: Research-Practice Partnerships: How They Work 

and Why They Are Crucial in Making Research Work in Practice Settings 
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§ Dr. Karen R. Harris and Dr. Kathleen A. Hinchman: Publishing Your 

Scholarship: A Focus on The Sciences of Reading and Writing 

§ Dr. Catherine Compton-Lilly: The History of Reading Research, Theory, and 

Pedagogy and the Science of Reading 

§ Dr. Richard Beach: Studying Students’ Responses to Literature and Media 

§ Dr. Rita M. Bean: Literacy Coaching: What We Know and What We 

Wonder 

§ Dr. Patricia Edwards: Family Literacy in the Age of the Science of 

Reading 

§ Dr. Steve Graham: Reading and Writing Connections 

§ Dr. Patty Anders: The Science of Reading and Content Area Literacy 

§ Dr. MaryEllen Vogt: What’s Different in the Science(s) of Reading When 

Teaching Multilingual Learners? 

 

PLEASE NOTE:        A big round of applause goes to Dr. Norm Stahl for his work on this 

year’s RHF activities at the LRA conference. Behind the scenes, he’s 

been communicating with the LRA conference chairs and new RHF 

members, facilitating the inaugural speakers and their addresses, and 

soliciting the keynoter, mentors, and topics for the Mentoring Session!  

Norm has been a past-president extraordinaire, and I couldn’t have 

carried out my presidential responsibilities without him!  

 

Policies & Procedures Manual   

You may recall that in 2024, the Reading Hall of Fame revised Bylaws were approved by a 

majority vote of the organization’s members.  During 2025, your Executive Board has been 

working on the RHF Policies & Procedures manual, which includes detailed month-to-month 

responsibilities of the officers, other Executive Board members, and ad hoc committee chairs and 

members. This Manual provides the nuts and bolts for the Bylaws, and as such it is a “living 

document,” that can be revised periodically by the Board as needed. We anticipate we will 

complete a draft of the Policies & Procedures Manual within the next 4-5 weeks.  It will be 

shared for comment with the Bylaws committee members: Dr. Donna Alvermann, Dr. James 
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Baumann, Dr. Cynthia Greenleaf, Dr. P. David Pearson, Dr. Ray Reutzel. Once completed, the 

Polices & Procedures Manual will be posted on the Reading Hall of Fame website, alongside the 

Bylaws, which are currently posted. 

 

Emerging Scholars Fellowship Committee 

Dr. Patricia Edwards has once again done a stellar job of 

coordinating the Emerging Scholars Fellowship Committee and 

working with the mentors of the selected Scholars. Pat has 

agreed to serve as chair for one more year (she has already 

served six years!) to assist with the transition of a new 

committee chair. We thank her for her exceptional service to this 

vital mentoring program for new university faculty.  The following Emerging Scholars 

Fellowship Committee members have served from 2022 – 2025.  We thank them for their service 

to this committee and look forward to meeting the new Emerging Scholars at our LRA session 

following the Inaugural Addresses. 

• Dr. Melinda Gay Ivey, University of North Carolina, Greensboro 

• Dr. Janice Almasi, University of Kentucky 

• Dr. Dorit Aram, Tel Aviv University 

• Dr. Georgia Garcia, Professor Emerita, University of Illinois-Urbana-Champaign 

• Dr. Steve Graham, Arizona State University 

 

Reading Hall of Fame Listserv 

We are in discussion (again) about resurrecting the RHF listserv. Stay tuned…there’s hope! 

 

Update Your RHF Profile Information 

Please visit the RHF website and check to see if your homepage profile information needs 

updating. If you have a new photo to post (not that any of us has changed since we were 

inducted), new publications and/or projects you’re working on, or other information that you 

would like to include, please send your updated profile to Dr. Norman Stahl at 

flowercjs@aol.com  

 

Commented [MV1]: I can’t find the Bylaws on the website.  
Where are they? 
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Important dates for 2026 Reading Hall of Fame Activities 

• Early April:   You’ll be receiving an email form regarding 

the annual call for new member nominations.  

• June: Nominating and voting on new members. 

• Late Summer/Fall: Nominating and voting for new RHF 

officers  

• First week of December, 2026: Annual RHF Meeting and 

Sessions at LRA 

 

FINALLY… 

One of the hardest-working officers on the RHF Board is the Secretary!  Our current Secretary, Dr. 

Kathleen Hinchman, will complete her term at the end of the annual meeting in December.  Whether 

running the elections, overseeing the list of RHF members, serving on the Bylaws committee, or 

storing/retrieving documents on Dropbox, Kathy has done the work professionally and in good 

humor. She’s been a great sidekick for me – always there when I’ve needed her help. Thank you, 

Kathy, for your service as the Reading Hall of Fame Secretary!  

 

Also in December, Doris Walker-Dalhouse will move from 

President-elect to President. She will appoint a new RHF Secretary 

who will join the Executive Board in January. Patty Anders will 

continue as Treasurer (Thank you, Patty!!), Norm Stahl will remain 

as the RHF Historian, and I will move to the role of Past-President. 

It’s been my great honor to serve as your Reading Hall of Fame President for the past two years. If 

you have not been an officer or Board member, I encourage you to consider serving your 

organization!  Enjoy the remainder of Autumn. I look forward to seeing many of you in Las Vegas!  

 

MaryEllen Vogt 

President, Reading Hall of Fame 

mevogt1@outlook.com 

530-414-4991 

 

Commented [MV2]: Is this still correct, Kathy? 


