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SPRING 2026 News & Notes 

I hope this finds you well and enjoying signs of Spring and feeling a sense of renewal 
after a long winter. As your new president, I am pleased to have this opportunity to 
update you with information about the Reading Hall of Fame. It is that time of year when 
we begin the election process for a new RHF President-Elect. We need your help in 
identifying candidates for this year’s election. Self-nominations are also welcome. 
Please see additional information about the election in the section with the heading,  
“Important Dates.”  

Thanks to the 2025 Executive Board! 

It is always difficult to follow in the footsteps of a strong and effective leader. It is with 
much appreciation that I want to thank Dr. MaryEllen Vogt for her excellent leadership 
as President of the Reading Hall of Fame from 2023-2025 and for her ongoing support 
to the members of the Executive Board. 

I also want to acknowledge the dedication and efficiency that Dr. Kathleen Hinchman 
demonstrated during the past three years in her role as the RHF Secretary. We 
sincerely appreciate her and thank her for the support she has provided Dr. Melanie 
Kuhn as she assumes the secretarial position. Welcome Melanie!  

Many thanks to Dr. Norman Stahl(Historian) and Dr. Patricia Anders(Treasurer) for all 
you do and have done to support the RHF and me in my current role as RHF President. 

Welcome to our New Members 

I want to extend my heartfelt congratulations to the six new members of the Reading 
Hall of Fame who were welcomed to the Reading Hall of Fame during the Annual RHF 
Meeting, December 4, 2025, at the 75th LRA Annual Conference in Las Vegas, NV. 

The new members include: 
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• Dr. Donald R. Bear- Professor Emeritus of Literacy Studies at Iowa State 
University and the University of Nevada, Reno. 

• Dr. Richard Beach- Professor Emeritus, University of Minnesota 
• Dr. Karen Harris -Regents Professor Emerita and Research Professor, 

Arizona State University 
• Dr. Melanie R. Kuhn-Jean Adamson Stanley Professor in Literacy, 

Purdue University 
• Dr. Sharon Walpole-Professor. University of Delaware 
• Ruth Johnson Colvin (Deceased)- Adult Literacy Pioneer, ProLiteracy 

 
 
Reading Hall of Fame Mentoring Session at LRA 

This year’s mentoring session at LRA, skillfully organized by Dr, Norman Stahl, was well 
received by graduate students and faculty from several universities. Dr. Peter P. 
Afflerbach’s thought-provoking presentation entitled the Sciences of Reading lead to 
rich discussions on the topics given by the presenters listed below:  
 
Dr. Patricia Anders: The Science of Reading and Content Area Literacy 
Dr. Richard Beach: Studying Students’ Responses to Literature and Media 
Dr. Rita M. Bean: Literacy Coaching: What We Know and What We Wonder 
Dr. Catherine Compton-Lilly: The History of Reading Research, Theory, and 
Pedagogy and the Science of Reading 
Dr. Patricia Edwards: Family Literacy in the Age of the Science of Reading 
Dr. Georgia Garcia: What’s Different in the Science(s) of Reading When Teaching 
Multilingual Learners 
Dr. Steve Graham: Reading and Writing Connections 
Dr. Karen R. Harris and Dr. Kathleen A. Hinchman: Publishing Your Scholarship: A 
Focus on the Sciences of Reading and Writing 
Dr. Kathy G. Short :Diversity Through Integrating Global Literature into University 
Courses  
Dr. Catherine Snow: Research-Practice Partnerships: How They Work and Why They 
Are Crucial in Making Research Work in Practice Settings  
 
Many thanks to all of you for your presentations. 
 
Emerging Scholars Fellowship Committee 

The Emerging Scholars Fellowship Committee (2022-2025), chaired by Dr. Patricia 
Edwards, includes Dr. Melinda Gay Ivey, Dr. Janice Almasi, Dr. Dorit Aram, Dr. Georgia 
Garcia, and Dr. Steve Graham. It was wonderful hearing information at the LRA 
Conference about the 2025 Emerging scholars: Dr. Allison Phillippe and Dr. Kierstin 
Giunco. Thanks to each of you on the committee for your commitment to selecting and 
helping emerging scholars to maintain their research and publication agenda by 
mentoring them during their first two years of their college or university tenure-track 
appointment. 
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RHF New Listserv 

As many of you may know, the former RHF listserv no longer has a listserv manager. 
We appreciate  Dr. Colin Harrison for maintaining the listserv for many years. The RHF 
Executive Board revisited the issue of providing a cost effective and less human taxing 
option that would allow for discussion and information sharing. I am pleased to 
announce that after review of the option recommended by Dr. P. David Pearson, the 
Executive Board voted unanimously on March 3, 2026 to initiate a subscription to 
Gaggle, a group email discussion group or listserv. Dr. Norm Stahl will provide more 
details about Gaggle and a starting date for RHF members to begin using it. Thank you, 
Norm! 

Update Your RHF Profile Information 

Please visit the RHF website and check to see if your homepage profile information 
needs updating. Please send your updated profile to Dr. Norman Stahl at 
flowercjs@aol.com  

Important dates for 2026 Reading Hall of Fame Activities 

March: LRA President-Elect: Please submit nominations by Friday, March 20, 2026 for a 
member to serve a 3-year term in the presidential succession. The responsibilities of the 
position can be found in the RHF Policy & Procedures Manual that was distributed 
before the Annual meeting by Dr. Vogt. If you are interested in taking a closer look at the 
job descriptions for the President-Elect and President, please email me at doris.walker-
dalhouse@marquette.edu and I will email you a copy of the RHF Policies & Procedures 
Manual which specifies the responsibilities of the positions. Following receipt of 
nominations for the President-Elect, a two week voting period will be announced.  

Late April: You will be receiving an email from Dr. Melanie Kuhn regarding the annual 
call for new member nominations. 

May: Nominations and voting on new RHF members 

 December 2-5, 2026: The RHF Annual Meeting and inductions will be held at the LRA 
Conference in Honolulu, Hawaii. We will ask for our Annual Meeting and Mentoring 
Session to be held on Thursday. Stay tuned for further details. 

 
Doris Walker-Dalhouse 
RHF President 
doris.walker-dalhouse@marquette.edu  
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