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Summer Greetings!

It is my hope that your summer is a time of respite and rejuvenation! | am writing to
share information with you about a new member initiative that the RHF Executive Board
has undertaken, to update you about the planning for the 2026 RHF sessions at the
annual LRA conference in Honolulu, Hawaii, and to remind you about the election of
new members.

Celebrating the Contributions of Our RHF Members

The board would like to celebrate and share the continued contributions of Reading Hall
of Fame members. To make that easy for all, we have created a brief Google Form to
collect book covers, citations of recent works, and brief descriptions of work in teaching,
research, school or community-based service or educational policy. If you are willing to
complete this form, we will share your activities in future News and Notes and
Newsletters. You can access from the link here. Sharon Walpole will also send you a
link in your email. We look forward to hearing from you.

Conference Update: RHF Mentoring Session, 2026

One of the highlights for many RHF members, as well as LRA conference attendees, is
the annual Reading Hall of Fame Mentoring Session, an Alternative Format session at
the LRA conference in Honolulu, Hawaii, December 2-5, 2026. On December 4th, the
Reading Hall of Fame will sponsor the Mentoring Session at this year’s conference.
Following a keynote (yet to be determined), RHF members will oversee round-table
discussions about their research, as related to the keynote speaker’s topic or other
related topics. We generally have 8-9 round-table discussions, and the room is most
often packed with enthusiastic graduate students and colleagues who are there to hear
what you have to say. It's always a wonderful, fun, much appreciated session at LRA!

If you are going to LRA in December and you would like to be a mentor for a round-
table discussion, please contact me as soon as you can so we can get the ball rolling.
Examples of topics chosen by RHF members in the past couple of years include:
Artificial intelligence, selecting and researching content area texts, family literacy,
vocabulary research methods, literacy assessment and instruction of multilingual
students, supporting adolescent writers, administrators’ support of readers and writers,



analyzing artistic responses, and so forth. It's not uncommon for two RHF members
who are interested in the same topic to mentor together at a table. As you can see, the
mentors choose the topics they’re interested in, and the attendees value every minute!

So, please step up to the plate and be a mentor for this year's RHF Mentoring Session
at LRA in Honolulu! Please send me your name and your topic of interest, no later than
August 1, 2026. For those who wish to mentor, I'll forward the keynoter’'s name and
topic as soon | have that information.

Conference Update: Inaugural Addresses and Registration

The agenda for the RHF breakfast session will focus on the introduction of new member
and the Emerging Scholar Fellowship Program awardees. The session will be followed
immediately by the inaugural presentations by those inducted in 2025. This year’s
inaugural addresses will be given by the following individuals:

e Dr. Donald R. Bear- Professor Emeritus of Literacy Studies at lowa State

University and the University of Nevada, Reno.

¢ Dr. Richard Beach- Professor Emeritus, University of Minnesota

e Dr. Karen Harris -Regents Professor Emerita and Research Professor,
Arizona State University

e Dr. Melanie R. Kuhn-Jean Adamson Stanley Professor in Literacy,
Purdue University

e Dr. Sharon Walpole-Professor, University of Delaware

The times requested for each RHF session but as yet not confirmed are as follows:

7:00 a.m.- Breakfast and Induction of New Members
8:30 a.m.- Inaugural Addresses
1:30 p.m.- Mentoring Session

| have pasted a link below to assist you in registering for the conference:
https://literacyresearchassociation.org/2026-annual-conference-reqistration

You will receive further information about registering for the breakfast in a separate
email from RHF Treasurer Patty Anders.

MaryEllen Vogt
mevoqgt1@outlook.com

Election of New Members

The selection of new members for induction in the RHF is an exciting time. We value the
time that you will take in carefully reviewing the biographical narrative of each candidate
and thank you in advance for participating in the voting process. Please contact RHF
Secretary Melanie Kuhn if you have any additional questions or difficulties voting.



Lastly, thank you for all that you are doing to financially support the Emerging Scholars
Fellowship Program and for all of the important work in the field of literacy that you

continue to do.

Sincerely,

Doris Walker-Dalhouse
doris.walker-dalhouse@marquette.edu



