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l c
om

e 
fr

om
 a

 r
ic

h 
an

d 
di

ve
rs

e 
cu

ltu
ra

l
m

ix
 o

f f
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l m
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e 
N

u
rs

er
y 

be
lo

w
 th
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at
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 p
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ra
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 d
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te
ra

cy
 c
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w
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m
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at
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cy

 D
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D
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m
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 b
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 b
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in

 a
ll 

cl
as

se
s 

- r
ic

h 
bo

ok
in

tr
od

u
ct

io
n

s,
 o

ra
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 p
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 p
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l b
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 o
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 b
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 p
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 t
o 

ov
er

co
m

e 
di

ffi
cu

lt
ci

rc
um

st
an

ce
s 

ha
ve

 s
ho

w
n 

th
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:
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 c
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 o
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at
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 m
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 m
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at
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 c
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 d
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 c
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 b
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 p
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 c
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 c
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 c
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ra
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t r
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at
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 m
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 d
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l 
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d
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s 
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 b
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m
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 d
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t 
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tt
ra

ct
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e,
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ut
ri

tio
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 a
nd
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at

is
fy

in
g.
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st
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tin

g 
th

em
 to
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n 

un
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ed
 d

ie
t, 

th
e 

th
in

 g
ru
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 o

f a
 p

ho
ni
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-d
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in

at
ed
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pr

oa
ch

, i
s 

a 
re

ci
pe

 fo
r 

lo
w

er
in

g 
st

an
da

rd
s 

an
d 

tu
rn

in
g 
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re
n 
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ns
t
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e 

w
ri

tt
en

 w
or

d.
 W

he
re

 r
ea

di
ng
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 d
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pe

tit
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n 
w

ith
 th

e 
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re
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f

di
gi

ta
l g
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in

g,
 o

n 
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-h

el
d 
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nd

 m
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el
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ho
ne

s 
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 w
el
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s
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m

pu
te

r 
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re
en

s,
 w

e 
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 t

o 
w
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k 
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d 
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 d
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te
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w
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. W

e 
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ot

 e
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ec
t 
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ild
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n 
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 d

ef
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. C
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n 
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y 
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n 
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e 
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-
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, 

bu
t 

th
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co
m

e 
ef
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iv
e 

an
d 
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m

m
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ed
 r
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ou
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s 
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st
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Te
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r-d
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t p
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 d
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h 
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s.

Te
ac

he
rs
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 b
e 
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d 
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na
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ou
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e 
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 d
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er
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ed
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n 
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il 
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t 

w
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t 
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ch
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w
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ho
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U
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 f

o
r:

•
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d
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n
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ed
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p

p
ro
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h

 t
o

 e
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 l
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y 
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h
in
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w
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h
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 f
o
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s 

o
n
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u
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u
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h
o

o
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;

•
G

o
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m

en
t 
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io
n
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f 
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e 

im
p

o
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an
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 o
f 
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h
er
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p

ro
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n
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u

to
n

o
m
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 r
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n

g 
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an
d
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d
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o

f 
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in
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•
G

o
ve

rn
m

en
t 
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n

d
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g 
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r 
p

ro
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m
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 a
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ed
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o

:

•
d

ev
el

o
p
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ea

d
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s 
w

h
o

 a
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 c
o

m
m

it
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d
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s 
w
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l 
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 c

ap
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le
;

• 
cu

t 
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e 
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k
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n

 p
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en
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l i
n
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m

e 
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d
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te
ra

cy
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n
m

en
t;

•
b

u
il

d
 o

n
 t

h
e 

k
n

o
w

le
d

ge
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n
d

 e
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er
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n
ce
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f 
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n
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e 
an

d
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te
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cy
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h
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ll

 c
h
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n
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o

o
l.
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 c
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n
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 f
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 o
f
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g 
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r 

w
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e 
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d 
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as
 t
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 l
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k
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n 
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m
e 

an
d 
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g 

at
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m

en
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So
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in
g 
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Fi
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is

h 
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ho
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s.
 F
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 t
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s 
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ig
h 
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ve

l 
of

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
(m
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t
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 M
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te
r’

s 
de

gr
ee

s)
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 a

 h
ig

h 
le

ve
l 

of
 a

ut
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om
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 t
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 c
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ss

ro
om

.
Th
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 n

ot
 c
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se

ly
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ir
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te
d,
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e 
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r 
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n 

pr
of

es
si

on
al

 d
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,

in
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lta
tio

n 
w

ith
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ei
r c
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ag
ue

s.
 T

he
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

sy
st

em
 is

 a
ls

o 
no

ta
bl

e
fo

r 
a 

ve
ry
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w

 le
ve

l o
f t
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tin

g.
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 c
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U
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na
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 p
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d 
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e 
N

o 
C
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ld
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ef

t B
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in
d
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e 

m
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n
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Fi
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m
m
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 r
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y 
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ilu
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s 

co
ns
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 d
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tia

l
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m
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f r
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 p
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d 

co
m

pr
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en
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 t
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t 
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 s

ep
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at
e 
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ch
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n 
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de
s 
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an
d 
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 B
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f 
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er

e 
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en
t 

on
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 p
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am
m
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 o
ffi
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 c
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e 

18
pa
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ic
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at
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 c
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pr
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Despite years of expensive government initiatives, England’s
children are doing less well than their counterparts in many
other countries. Successive governments have called for simple
answers to this complex problem, focusing on phonics as the
highroad to literacy for all. 

Yet there is now abundant evidence on both sides of the Atlantic
that what actually works in the classroom is a more comprehensive,
integrated and flexible approach. This booklet draws such evidence
together in a readable form.


